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Mission: To restore and protect the health 
and integrity of the Commonwealth's rivers, 
wetlands, and watersheds for the benefit of 
people, fish, and wildlife 
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Presentation Outline 
 Background on 
MA’s program 
 Keys to current 
successes 
 Barriers still 
remaining 
 
 
 State Hospital Dam, Mill River, Taunton 
Removal scheduled for summer 2012. 

Division of Ecological Restoration  
Habitat Restoration Projects 
3000 Dams 
 43 are flood control dams 
 44 licensed hydropower dams 
 164 water supply dams (not all 
in use)  
River Restoration 
Specialist 
Resources               + 
 2.75 project management 
staff 
 $250,000 +/- for projects 
 GIS / Data Analyst 
 Fiscal / procurement 
support 
Actions 
 Make site visits 
 Develop project teams 
 Connect funders with 
projects / write grants 
 Develop engineering / 
design contracts 
 Lead technical review 
 Presentations to local 
decision-makers, dam 
owners, stakeholders, 
conservation groups 
 
 
 = ~ 3 – 5 
projects per 
year 
Briggsville Dam, Clarksburg, September 2008 
Photo by B. Lambert 
15 feet 
November, 2010 
Photo by N. Wildman 
1. Dam safety laws: 
updated 2005 
 
• Owner must inspect dam 
regularly 
• Owner must repair dam 
regularly 
• Owner liable for injury, damage 
resulting from dam 
2. Guidance from the 
Commonwealth  
• Guidance for Conservation 
Commissions from DEP – 
HUGE! 
• Annual Dam Removal 
Project Manager trainings 
• Presentations to 
Conservation 
Commissions,Trout 
Unlimited Chapters, 
Selectboards, Municipal 
Associations, Land Trusts, 
Watershed Groups, etc. 
3. Leaders and 
advocates 
 Town of Plymouth 
 NOAA Restoration 
Center 
 The Nature 
Conservancy 
 Mass Audubon 
 American Rivers 
Photo by B. Lambert 
4. Results to Share  
5. Regular funding and TA 
 NOAA Restoration 
partnerships (American 
Rivers, The Nature 
Conservancy, Gulf of Maine 
Council) 
 Massachusetts 
Environmental Trust 
 US Fish and Wildlife 
 DER (technical assistance, 
small amount of money to 
Priority Projects) 
 NRCS 
 DEP 319 Program 
So where are we now? 

